NACHES  RANGER  DISTRICT
The office phone number is (509) 653-1401.
OFFICE HOURS:  The Naches Ranger Station foyer is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week to make handouts and forest information available to the public during non-office hours.   Office hours are Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  No permit sales after 4 p.m.

ROAD CLOSURES:  North Fork Tieton Road No. 1207 is open to non-motorized traffic (hikers, mountain bikes and horses) from Road No. 1207-250.  The Miriam Creek Bridge was stabilized enough to warrant use by these users.

The following roads are closed to all motorized traffic due to extensive damage caused by spring floods.  Repairs will begin next spring once work plans and contracts have been worked out.  Minor repairs will be done on the lower .3 miles of Rock Creek.  The road will remain closed to the public.  
· Little Rattlesnake Road No. 1501 is closed for 5.1 miles from the junction of forest road No. 1500/1501 (T15, R15, Sec 10) to the junction of forest road No. 1501 and forest road No. 1503 (T15, R14, Sec 24)
· Dry Ridge Road No. 1601 is closed for 1.5 miles from milepost 0.3 (T15, R15, Sec 30) to the junction with Road No. 1601/233 (T16, R14, Sec 25)
· Clover Way Road No. 1605 is closed for 3 miles from the junction of forest road No. 1600/1605 (T16, R14, Sec 16) to the junction of forest road No. 1605-244 (T15, R14, Sec 17)
· Rock Creek Road No. 1702 is closed the first 0.3 miles to all public and open to local residents from the junction with St. Rt. 410 (T16, R15, Sec 17) to the junction with forest road No. 1720  (T16, R15, Sec 4)
· Gold Creek Road No. 1703 is closed for 5.9 miles from State Route 410 (T17, R14, Sec 36) to the end of forest road No. 1703 (T17, R14, Sec 24 junction with Road No. 1705)
· Milk Creek Road No. 1708 is closed from the junction of Road No. 1708 and State Route 410 (T17, R14, Sec 9) to the junction with forest road 1708-590 (T17, R15, Sec 6)
FALL BURNIGN INFORMATION:  For those interested in the Naches District fall burning program, you can go to the Okanogan Wenatchee web site and click on Alerts and Notices.  Information on burn schedules will be posted there.

WOODCUTTING:  Woodcutting on the Naches District ended for the season on Sunday, October 2, 2011.
DAY USE SITES CLOSED:  Clear Lake and Boulder Cave Day Use Sites are closed for the season.
BOULDER CAVE AREA CLOSED:   Boulder Cave and Trail will be closed for the season on Saturday, October 1, 2011.  The cave and trail are closed to protect wintering bats from human incursion and to prevent the potential spread of White Nose Syndrome which has been killing bats in the east and southeast states.  To preserve the cave and winter hibernaculmn for hibernating bats it is essential to close the cave and trail to everyone. 
CAMPFIRES:  Currently, there are no campfire restrictions in place on the Naches Ranger District.     Don’t take the chance of starting a forest fire; make sure your campfire is out before leaving your campsite.  Drown your campfire, stir it, and drown it again until it is cool to the touch.  Remember, you could be held responsible for the suppression costs of a forest fire.     

DEEP CREEK AND BUMPING ROAD CLOSURE:   Both bridges on the upper Bumping Road and Deep Creek road are scheduled for final inspection on Thursday, September 29th.  

Bumping Road No. 1800 will open to Swamp Lake trailhead once railings have been installed and the forest order amended.  Tentatively, the date for the road to open is the week of October 12th.

Deep Creek Road No. 1808 will open but only to the rock pit beyond the new bridge.  The forest order closing the road will be rescinded and a new order written closing the road beyond the rock pit to all motorized traffic.  Hikers, mountain bikes and horses will be allowed access beyond the closer.  Additional work and clearing needs to be completed before access can be allowed beyond the rock pit to motorized traffic.  For a list of roads status you can log on to the Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest Web and click on recreation.  Open current recreation and roads report for the latest road information.
MOTORIZED TRAILS OPEN:  All motorized use trails on the Naches Ranger District are open.   Users need to be conscious of where they ride and take steps to protect trails.
CAMPGROUNDS:  All district campgrounds are open with the exception of Indian Creek Campground which is now closed.  For reservation campgrounds go online to www.recreation.gov or call 1-877-444-6777. 

GROUP RESERVATION SITES:  All Group Reservation sites are managed by the Forest Service and require a reservation through the www.recreation.gov website.  There are NO discounts on group sites.

	Area
	Group Reservation Sites
	Daily Fee
	Registration Fee

	State Route  410 
	American River Lodge
	$100
	$10

	Chinook Pass
	
	
	

	Chinook Pass
	Indian Flat
	$100
	$10

	Chinook Pass
	Pine Needle
	  $50
	$10

	Chinook Pass
	American River Guard Station
	  $50
	$10

	Chinook Pass
	Salmon Cove
	  $50
	$10

	Chinook Pass
	Kaner Flat
	  $60
	$10

	Highway 12
	South Fork Tieton
	  $60
	$10

	White Pass
	
	
	

	White Pass
	Clear Lake North
	  $60
	$10


TRAILS:  The majorities of trails are open and have been cleared.  For a list of trails you can log on to the Okanogan Wenatchee National Forest Web and click on recreation.  Open current recreation and roads report for the latest trail information.
FOREST PASSES:  No pass is required to drive on national forest lands other than a valid driver’s license or Off Highway Vehicle tag if you are operating an off road/non-street legal vehicle.  You do, however, have the option to purchase a Northwest Forest Pass ($30 annual or $5 day) if you use designated boat launches, day use sites or trailheads on National Forest lands in Washington and Oregon.  You also have the option of paying a $5 day use fee at these sites.

If you are planning on using national park, national forest, Bureau of Land Management, Bureau of Reclamation, or United States Fish and Wildlife areas, you can purchase the Interagency Annual Pass for $80.  In Washington and Oregon the Annual Pass can be used in lieu of the Northwest Forest Pass.

If you are 62 years or older and a U.S. citizen or permanent resident with a green card you can purchase an Interagency Senior card for $10.  This is a lifetime pass.  

DISCOVER PASS -- KNOWING WHERE YOU ARE:  The big question for many Washingtonians is, “Where do I need the Washington State Discover pass?”  Many have asked if they need it to visit Mt. Rainier or Chinook Pass and the answer is NO. What you do need to know is where you are and on which state or federal agency land you are visiting.

You DO NOT need a Discover pass when visiting national parks or national forests.  You DO need a Discover pass if you are driving on Washington State Fish and Wildlife, Washington State Department of Natural Resources or Washington State Parks and Recreation managed lands.  The key is knowing where you are parking or driving.

To know where federal lands are you need to purchase a national forest or national park map which will have a color code showing jurisdictional boundaries.  

You don’t need a pass to drive on any national forest.  A recreation pass is required for parking at many national forest day use sites, boat launches or trailheads in Oregon and Washington.  These passes are interchangeable between vehicles owned by the pass purchaser.  You can also purchase the Interagency Annual Pass which is good for any vehicle you are operating across the U.S. including national forests, national grasslands, national parks, national monuments, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Land Management, and Bureau of Reclamation lands.  These passes don’t include camping fees.

So, before heading to the woods make sure you know where you are going (state vs. federal land).  Stop by your local ranger station to purchase a map.[image: image1.wmf]
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