NACHES RANGER DISTRICT
The office phone number is (509) 653-1401.

OFFICE HOURS: The Naches Ranger Station foyer is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week to make handouts and forest information available to the public during non-office hours.  Office hours are Monday through Friday, 7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  No permits or passes will be sold after 9:15 p.m.  Other forest information can be found on kiosk bulletin boards in front of the Naches Ranger Station.

NO FIRES:   As of this report the campfire ban for the Naches Ranger District is scheduled to be lifted Friday, September 3rd.  Once the Forest Order has been signed to lift the ban visitors will need to call the ranger station, check the Wenatchee web page, Naches Chamber of Commerce web page, listen to the low watt radio at AM 1610, our listen to the phone message at 509-653-1401 or 1400 to make sure campfires are allowed. 

When the campfire ban is lifted you can’t let your guard down when it comes to putting out a campfire before leaving the area.  Until there is sufficient rain to wet the woods the potential for a fire is still great.
WOODCUTTING:  The Industrial Fire Precaution Level is II (2) which means all power equipment must be shut down by 1:00 p.m. and you must remain at the site for a minimum of one hour to watch for fire starts.  Woodcutting permits are sold at the Naches District office between the hours of 7:45 a.m. and 4:15 p.m. Monday through Friday.  
ROADS & 4X4 TRAILS CLOSURE:  A temporary closure of several roads and trails in the South Fork Tieton River drainage and in and around Minnie Meadows and Grey Creek went into effect on July 9.  This area encompasses approximately three acres on four miles of roads and trails.
The travel closure includes Forest Roads No. 1050, 1050-582, 1050-583, 1050-589 and four wheel driveways within the closure area.  During construction to convert Forest Road No. 1050-583 to a four wheel driveway, three stream crossing culverts will be removed.  Forest Road No. 1050-589 will be decommissioned in its entirety and removed from the forest road system.  Part of Forest Road No. 1050-582 will be decommissioned; the remainder will be converted to four wheel driveways, and one stream crossing culvert will be removed.                                                                                                        

Fish access would be restored to approximately 1.25 miles of potential bull trout rearing habitat by the removal of four impassible road culverts.  Sedimentation from motorized trails in the South Fork Tieton watershed would be reduced by closing unauthorized trails currently in undesirable locations, and closing current trail fords within areas of bull trout spawning and rearing habitat.

While this work is occurring, it is prohibited to operate a motorized vehicle on any system or non-system Four Wheel Driveway or trail including:

· Four Wheel Driveway No. 642 (Butcher Knife) from Four Wheel Driveway No. 640 (Memorial Meadow) to Four Wheel Driveway No. 615 (Divide Ridge West), approximately 3.7 miles 

· Four Wheel Driveway No. 640 from Forest Road No. 1050-583 to the junction with Four Wheel Driveway No. 638 (Rocky Slide), approximately 2.7 miles 

· Four Wheel Driveway No. 621 (Blue Slide) from Grey Creek Campground to the junction with Four Wheel Driveway No. 636 (Donnicker Pass), approximately 3.7 miles 

· Non-system Four Wheel Driveway starting from the No. 1000-639 road, ford of Spruce Creek to Four Wheel Driveway No. 621, approximately 1 mile

· Forest Road No. 1050, south of the Road No. 1050-583 spur, and including all connecting spur roads (No. 582, 583, and 589) on the National Forest within the closure area.

To read the closure order in its entirety please go to the Okanogan-Wenatchee web site at http://www.fs.fed.us/r6/wenatchee/conditions. 

LOGGING TRAFFIC:  Eight to 14 logging truck loads a day are coming out of the Wildcat area on Forest Service Road No. 1306 and should continue at that pace throughout the summer and into the fall.

VANDALISM ON TRAILS:   Vandals recently tore out a dozen check dams on the Indian Creek Trail No. 1105 in the Indian Creek gorge north of the trailhead.  The trail was originally located a century ago on very steep, crumbling rock slopes.  The check dams were constructed several years ago by the Student Conservation Association crew in an attempt to slow erosion.  Several attempts have been made over the years to find a reroute for this section of trail, but none succeeded.  This trail is located within the William O. Douglas Wilderness where only primitive tools can be used for construction and maintenance of trails.  District personnel are concerned that without the check dams the gains made to slow erosion and protect the trail tread will quickly disappear.  We anticipate that without the check dams this trail will probably erode to the point public safety will be compromised and the trail will ultimately be closed to public use.  Please call the Naches Ranger Station to report any new trail damage. 
TRAIL CLOSURES:  The following trails are closed as the result of a fire burning in the Boulder Creek area of the William O. Douglas Wilderness above Bumping Lake.

· American Ridge Trail #958 – Beginning at a point 100 feet south of the junction with Pleasant Valley Lake Trail #958B (T17N, R13E, Sec. 30) and extending southwest to a point 100 feet east of the junction with Mesatchee Creek Trail #969 (T16N, R11E, Sec. 22).    

· Goose Prairie #972 – Closed the entire length (Trailhead at T16N, R12E, Sec. 13).

· Kettle Creek Trail #957 – Beginning at a point 100 feet south of the junction with Pleasant Valley Lake Trail #958B (T17N, R12E, Sec. 22) and extending south to the junction with American Ridge Trail #958 (T16N, R12E, Sec. 16).    

· Bumping Lake #971 – Beginning at the trailhead past Bumping Lake Summer Home Tract (T16N, R12E, Sec. 22) and extending southwest to the junction with Swamp Lake Trail #970 (T16N, R11E, Sec. 35).  
MOTORIZED TRAILS:  Volunteers have spent many hours clearing and maintaining trails across the district this year.  Their service has been invaluable and a great asset to all of those who use the motorized trail system and to the Naches Ranger District for all their efforts and accurate reports.
LITTLE NACHES CAMPING AREAS:  Beginning September 13th fees and services at Ponderosa Camp, Longmire and Long Meadows camping areas will end for the season.  Anyone using these areas after the closing date will be responsible for removing their own garbage and waste.
CAMPGROUND CLOSER SCHEDULE:   
	CHINOOK PASS CAMPGROUNDS - STATE ROUTE 410

	American Forks
	CLOSED FOR SEASON Sept. 9th.

	Upper Bumping Lake
	CLOSED FOR SEASON  Sept. 27th

	Lower Bumping Lake
	Reservations possible through Sept. 11th.  $10.00 per night after Forest Service takes over Sept.11th.  Open until October 31 (weather depending) with water, garbage service, and vault toilets.  Closes November 15th, weather depending.

	Cedar Springs
	CLOSED FOR SEASON Sept. 13th.

	Cottonwood
	Reservations possible through Sept. 11th.  $10.00 per night after Forest Service takes over Sept. 27th.  Open until October 31 (weather depending) with water, garbage service, and vault toilets.  Closes November 15th, weather depending.

	Cougar Flat
	CLOSED FOR SEASON  Sept. 13th

	Crow Creek
	$8.00 per night.  Scheduled to remain open with vault toilets & garbage service until September 30th.

	Halfway Flat
	$10 per night.  Scheduled to remain open with water, garbage, barrier-free toilet service until September 9th.

	Halfway Flat Dispersed Area
	No toilet or dumpster service after Labor Day (free self-service site).

	Hells Crossing
	Reservations possible through Sept. 11th.  $10.00 per night after Forest Service takes over on September 27th.  West side of campground has vault toilets, water and garbage service until October 31 (weather depending).  Open until November 15 without water (weather depending).  East side campground CLOSED FOR SEASON  Sept. 27th

	Kaner Flat
	$12.00 per night.  Water, vault toilets and garbage service to October 31 (weather depending).  Garbage service and vault toilets will continue to November 15 (weather depending).

	Little Naches
	CLOSED FOR SEASON  Sept. 13th

	Lodgepole
	Reservations through Sept. 11th.  $10.00 per night after Forest Service takes over on Sept. 27th.  Open until Oct. 31st with water, garbage and vault toilets.  Weather depending

	Long Meadow
	No Service and no fee after Sept. 9th

	Longmire
	No Service and no fee after Sept. 9th

	Mather Memorial Rest Area
	CLOSED FOR SEASON after Labor Day.

	Pleasant Valley
	Reservations through Sept. 11th.  $10.00 per night after Forest Service takes over on Sept. 13th.  Open until Oct. 31st with water, garbage and vault toilets.

	Sawmill Flat
	Reservations through Sept. 11th.  $10.00 per night after Forest Service takes over on Sept. 27th.  Open until Oct. 31st with water, garbage and vault toilets.  Garbage and toilet service will continue until Nov. 15th

	Soda Springs
	Reservations through Sept. 11th.  $10.00 per night after Forest Service takes over on Sept. 27th.  Open until Oct. 31st with water, garbage and vault toilets.  Garbage and toilet service will continue until Nov. 15th


	WHITE PASS CAMPGROUNDS - U.S. HIGHWAY 12

	Clear Lake North
	No Service or Fee after Oct. 31st

	Clear Lake South
	No Service or Fee after Oct. 31st

	Dog Lake
	No Service or Fee after Oct. 31st.   Boat Launch closed and gate locked  Oct. 31st

	Hause Creek
	Reservations through Sept. 11th.  $10.00 per  night after  Sept. 27th.  Open until Oct. 31st with water, garbage and vault toilets.  Garbage and toilet service will continue until Nov. 15th

	Indian Creek
	CLOSED FOR SEASON  Sept. 23rd

	Leech Lake at White Pass
	No Service or Fee after Oct. 31st weather depending with water, garbage and vault toilets.  Gate will be locked Nov. 15th

	Willows
	Reservations through Sept. 11th.   CLOSED FOR SEASON  Sept.13th

	Windy Point
	Reservations through Sept. 11th.  $10.00 per night after Forest Service takes over on Sept. 27th.  Open until Oct. 31st with water, garbage and vault toilets.  Garbage and toilet service will continue until Nov. 15th


GROUP RESERVATION SITES:  

	Area
	Group Reservation Sites
	Daily Fee
	Registration Fee

	State Route  410 
	American River Lodge
	$100
	$10

	Chinook Pass
	
	
	

	Chinook Pass
	Indian Flat
	$100
	$10

	Chinook Pass
	Pine Needle
	  $50
	$10

	Chinook Pass
	American River Guard Station
	  $50
	$10

	Chinook Pass
	Salmon Cove
	  $50
	$10

	Chinook Pass
	Kaner Flat
	  $60
	$10

	Highway 12
	South Fork Tieton
	  $60
	$10

	White Pass
	
	
	

	White Pass
	Clear Lake North
	  $60
	$10


All Group Reservation Sites are managed by the Forest Service and require a reservation through www.recreation.gov website.  There are NO discounts on group sites.

CLEAR LAKE DAY USE:  Closes September 11th  
BOULDER CAVE DAY USE SITE:   Closes September 30th  
HUNTING SEASON UNDERWAY:  The beginning of the hunting seasons started with bear and will continue throughout much of the fall and early winter.  This is good reason to go prepared.  Wearing a hunters orange vest or clothing isn’t just for hunters; it’s for everyone who ventures into the mountains.


This is also the time of year when being quite isn’t the norm; you want any unsuspecting hunter to know you are in the area.  Make noise and your presences known.


Driving forest roads is a favorite past time for a lot of people especially when the foliage begins its yearly transition and the hills come alive with eye popping colors.  This is the time to use all your defensive driving knowledge to avoid mishaps with hunters.  For those hunters who fail to obey the rules and drive quads, all terrain vehicles or all terrain utility vehicles on forest roads the chances of accidents increase.  These vehicles are illegal to operate on all Forest Service roads.  Operators are looking for four legged animals and not always paying attention to the road.

“FLIPFLOP” TIETON RIVER RAFTING EVENT:    In early September, when most state rivers are running at lower levels, the Tieton River becomes a raging giant which attracts white water enthusiasts from around the Northwest.

Thanks to a state fishery agreement instituted in 1991, Yakima Basin reservoirs, managed by the Bureau of Reclamation, release irrigation reservoirs on a cycle called "Flip-Flop".   After Labor Day the Tieton Reservoir gates are opened, and for one month the Tieton River becomes a unique white water attraction.


The Tieton Canyon offers outstanding fall scenery and the narrow valley bottom results in dynamic river rapids.  U.S. Highway 12 provides ample access to the river and the white water activities, including rafting and kayaking which can be viewed from many places along this route east of White Pass.  Those who simply come to view the activity are as numerous as those floating the rapids.


Peak flows on the Tieton start at around 2,200 cubic feet per second (cfs) and may run up to 2,400 (cfs) at times.  These flows gradually scale down to below 1,600 (cfs) by late September.  The peak flow equates to a little over 4,000 acre feet of water per day flowing down the narrow Tieton canyon, all from a reservoir which stores almost 200,000 acre feet of water at its maximum capacity.


A challenging white water river requires a steep elevation drop as well as a large volume of water.  Many streams which drop at 20 to 30 feet per mile are suitable for canoeing and less experienced rafters.  However, the Tieton River ramps at 54 feet per mile, cutting through some drops which are rated as Class 4 rapids for short sections.  The Tieton River is also unique because Class 2 and Class 3 rapids continue almost without interruption from the Tieton Reservoir to the Naches River junction.  While other white water rivers offer intermittent rapids, many of those challenges are typically segmented between placid waters.  During Flip-Flop the Tieton River is a continuous rapid from the reservoir to the river mouth.  


Rafting equipment required for Tieton Flip-Flop is as important as the skill of the operator.  Those who have floated the placid Yakima River may approach the Tieton unaware of the dangers of its Class 3 and 4 rapids.  Inner-tubes, one to four person rafts, and smaller craft are not adequate for this river, even in the hands of experts.  Rafting with a guide (even for those with experience) will assure the proper safety gear and support for this challenging river.


Because the peak Tieton River flow produces a raging torrent, approximately 50% of visitors during Flip-flop utilize rafting guides.  These professionals know the river well, supply safety gear, and shuttle their clients back to their cars at the end of the day.  Some guides supply snacks and provide other amenities as well.  A typical guided float trip takes approximately three hours.  Over 6,000 rafters and many private kayakers float the Tieton River during Flip-flop each season.  The season is short, typically running the first two or three weeks of September.      


Rafting guides on the Tieton River hold a special use permit issued by the Wenatchee National Forest.  Visitors seeking this thrilling experience should hire only guides with a valid river guiding permit.  This permit guarantees that guides meet certain qualifications of experience, have insurance, and are authorized to float this particular river.  There are presently 12 permitted river guides on the Tieton River during September.  A list of guides is available at the Naches Ranger Station.


Recreationists can reserve trips or contact the rafting guides on the Tieton River during season.  Guides typically set up shop in the community of "Rimrock Retreat" a week or so before the season begins.  Most of the activity on the river takes place during weekends.  Those seeking value trips or discounts may approach guides during weekdays when their trips are not heavily booked. 
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