TRAIL REPORT

Naches Ranger District

10237 U.S. Highway 12

Naches, WA 98937
509-653-1400
Date: November 8, 2006
General Conditions:  All trail maintenance has been completed for 2006.  Trails with nothing shown under “Current Condition” signify no information available.   There will be no further trail updates for the 2006 season.  When the snow melts in spring 2007 and we can again gain access to trails, we will begin with annual maintenance and will start giving updates as we receive them.
Changing Weather Conditions: Weather conditions are definitely changing in higher elevations.  When you leave home it could be nice weather in Yakima, but by the time you reach the mountains it could very well be raining or snowing.  Forest visitors need to be prepared for all types of weather conditions.  Dress appropriately and be prepared.  Bring extra clothes, food, water, map, compass, matches, fire starter, flashlight, first aid kit, pocketknife and sunglasses; these are the basic 10 essentials with a few extras.  We have the handout in the front foyer.  For your vehicle you should have blankets, shovel, flares, toilet paper and basic tools in case of an emergency.
Trail Guide:  Naches Ranger District trail guide is available to purchase for $5.34 including tax.  The trail guide lists all of the trails on the District with a little bit of information about each such as length of trail, best seasons for hiking, low and high elevations, elevation gain, trailhead access, parking and facilities and a general description.  There is also a sketch map showing the general location of the trail.  The trail guide is published by Northwest Interpretive Association which is a 501(c) 3 non-profit organization.  Trail guides can be purchased at the Naches Ranger Station or by mail.  If you would like a trail guide, give us a call with your credit card number and we would be happy to mail one to you. 
Maps:  When hiking the backcountry you should always carry a map and compass and know where you are.  There are several different maps available at the Naches Ranger Station for this purpose.  The Wenatchee National Forest map sells for $6.47 including tax.  This is a colored map that shows land ownership, Wilderness boundaries, trails, roads, lakes, streams, campgrounds, etc.  It covers the entire Forest starting in the north at Lake Chelan and coming south to the Naches District.  The Naches Ranger District map sells for $4.32 including tax and has all of the information above, is topographical, but covers only the Naches District.  The Yakima County Recreation Guide is a colored map that shows all of the above information including ORV trails, 4-wheel driveways, snowmobile and cross-country ski trails, Sno-Parks, hunting boundaries, land ownership, etc. for all of Yakima County.  This new edition map sells for $10.00. The map has been revised to add more information and since printing costs have doubled from the first printing, the cost of the new map has increased to cover expenses.  Green Trails maps are a larger scale of a smaller area and sell for $5.40 including tax.  These maps are topographical and very popular with backcountry hikers.  All of these maps are available to purchase at the Naches Ranger Station.  You can also order them by calling us at 509-653-1400 and paying for them with a VISA or MasterCard.
User Reports:  Some reports on trail conditions are submitted by users.  This service is very much appreciated!  If you have any information about trail conditions such as trees fallen across the trail or drainage problems, please let Naches Ranger Station personnel know so we can share it with others.  If you observe areas that need attention, please notify the Ranger Station about what you saw and the location.  You can phone the office at 509-653-1400; drop off a note in the mailbox inside the Ranger Station foyer; mail a note to Naches Ranger Station, 10237 U.S. Highway 12, Naches, WA 98937 –or- send an e-mail to dsjenkins@fs.fed.us.  It would be helpful if you provide your name, address and phone number so we can contact you in case the trails crew has questions.   Information reported from users will be denoted as such on this report and will be considered unofficial.
Volunteers:  The Forest Service depends heavily on volunteers to help with trail clearing.  If you or anyone you know are interested in helping out on a Wilderness trail, please call Sue Ranger at 509-653-1446 –or- for an off-highway-vehicle “OHV” trail, call Sam Bissell at 509-653-1438 or Chris Matson at 509-653-1431.  We had an extreme year for blowdown.  Nearly every Wilderness trail on the Naches Ranger District has quite a number of blown down trees across the trail.  At this time we have three people to do trail maintenance on Wilderness trails.  These folks are working very hard and as fast as they can to clear trails, but obviously they can’t get to all of them as quickly as desired.   We had a heavy snow year and when the snow started to melt, it left very quickly.   We are required to use non-motorized equipment for clearing Wilderness trails.  Volunteers who spend two full days doing trail maintenance can qualify for a free annual Northwest Forest Pass.  Work has to be coordinated through the Naches Ranger Station and a Volunteer Agreement must be signed before the work begins.  Volunteer time helps the Forest Service in many ways; it helps us get trails cleared and when applying for grants we must match every dollar of grant money with an equal amount of volunteer time.  Therefore, your volunteer time will help us successfully compete for grant dollars.  These dollars may help us hire a Wilderness trail crew in the future.  Current available funding including fees from passes is not nearly enough to support the trail maintenance program.
Be Prepared:  This information is particularly important for inexperienced backcountry hikers.  Don’t forget to carry the Ten Essentials for backcountry travel:  whistle, map, compass, flashlight plus extra batteries and bulb, extra food and clothing, fire starter, first aid kit, pocket knife, sunburn protection, and waterproof matches.  Be sure to layer your clothing and come prepared for all types of weather.  
NWFP = Northwest Forest Pass Required
NON-MOTORIZED TRAILS
	Trail Name and Number
	Current Condition

	Naches Peak Loop (within Mt. Rainier NP)
	Trail cleared.  Great place to view high alpine wildflowers.

	#2000 Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail (PCNST)  NWFP 

(Chinook Pass and White Pass)
	Please contact the appropriate District/Agency for the most current information.  The PCNST maintenance responsibilities are, from south to north:

Elk Pass To Tieton Pass -- Cowlitz Valley Ranger District

Tieton Pass to White Pass – Naches Ranger District

White Pass to 980 Junction -- Cowlitz Valley Ranger District

980 Juntion to Chinook Pass – Naches Ranger District

Chinook Pass to Blowout Mt. -- White River Ranger District

8/22/06 PCNST has been cleared from Chinook to White Pass.  When campfire closure is lifted, no fires within ¼ mile of Dewey Lake.  Wilderness permit required.  Mosquitoes.
8/4/06 A fee box has been installed at the Chinook Pass trailhead.  The Northwest Forest Pass or one of the Golden passes is required for day use of the area.  If you arrive at the trailhead without a pass, you can pay by using one of the blue fee envelopes.  The cost is $5.00 per day per vehicle.  You can park up to 30 minutes for free.
7/17/06 North of White Pass, White Pass Horse Camp -There have been some parking improvements and stock facilities installed.  Parking on the weekend may be crowded.  Volunteers are from several Backcountry Horsemen Chapters and other stock users.  Horse camp is only open to stock users.

9/17/06 Snow level 5700’.  Trail cleared.  Snow to 2” in patches above 5700’.  Trail wet and muddy.

8/18/06 Trail cleared from trailhead to 1 mile south of trail 1112 (Ski Lift Trail).  White Pass South is a recreation fee area.  $5.00/day, NWFP or one of the Golden Passes.  You can obtain a fee envelope at White Pass Campground (blue envelope).  No overnight camping or fires at Shoe Lake.
09/05/06 The rock slide just south of Elk Pass on the Pacific Crest Trail has been cleared and the trail is now open.
09/06/06 Trail from Tieton Pass to Shoe Lake is cleared of all trees and trail is in good condition.   

	#944 Tumac Mtn.
	8/9/06 Trail cleared and in good condition.  Bring bug spray. 

	#945-A Louisiana Saddle
	8/3/06 Trail is cleared.

	#951 Raven Roost 
	8/28/06 Trail cleared.  Insects minimal.

	#951-A Cougar Valley
	8/28/06 Trail cleared.  Watch for yellow jackets and hornets.

	#953 Crow Lake Way NWFP
	8/29/06 From Sheepherder Lake turnoff to Basin Trail cleared.  Insects minimal.

	#954 Fifes Ridge
	8/11/06 Trail cleared from Hwy. 410 trailhead to ½ mile west of upper Wilderness boundary. 

	#956 Union Creek  NWFP 
	8/22/06 Trail cleared.

	#957 Kettle Creek
	

	#958 American Ridge 


	6/29/06 Logs across trail in many locations.  Can be accessed by foot travel, but difficult for stock at this time.

	#958-A Cougar Lake
	9/17/06 Trail cleared.

	#958-B Pleasant Valley Lake
	

	#958-C Goat Peak
	9/3/06 Trail cleared. 

	#959 Goat Creek
	7/14/06 Trail cleared.

	#967 Bear Gap 
	7/02/06 Trail cleared.  

8/14/06 Morse Creek road not advisable for horse trailers.

	#967-A Fog City
	8/18/06 Trail cleared.

	#968 Dewey Lake  NWFP at Chinook Pass
	8/26/06 Trail cleared. 

	#969 Mesatchee  NWFP
	8/3/06 Trail cleared. 

	#970 Swamp Lake NWFP
	8/3/06 Trail cleared.  Carry bug spray.

	#971 Bumping Lake Trail
	8/17/06 Entire trail cleared except for 1 log that has lots of bees in it.  The log is passable and is located 1-1 ½ mile past Red Rock Creek heading towards the PCNST.

	#971-A Fish Lake Way NWFP 
	8/7/06 Trail cleared.  Bring bug spray.

	#972 Goose Prairie
	8/18/06 Trail cleared.

	#973 Richmond Mine
	

	#973-A Dog Creek
	8/18/06 Trail cleared.

	#974 Nile Ridge
	6/1/06 User Report – Heavy blowdown.

	#975 Soda Springs
	7/14/06 Loop with 975A – cleared.  The rest of the trail is not cleared.

	#975-A Spring
	7/14/06 Trail cleared.  Mosquitoes.

	#979 Pear Butte
	 

	#980 Twin Sisters  NWFP 
	8/28/06 Trail cleared

	#981 Hindoo
	8/23/06 Trail cleared.  Four water crossings at beginning of trail.  Insects minimal.

	#981-A Lookout Creek
	7/31/06 Trail cleared.

	#982  Mt. Aix
	7/27/06 Trail cleared.  Trail tread is sketchy in some areas.  Not many mosquitoes, some black flies.

	#984 Nelson Ridge
	

	#985 Windy Ridge
	

	#987 Basin
	8/30/06 Trail cleared and in good condition.  Insects minimal.  

	#987-A Basin Lake
	

	#990 Two Lakes
	

	#999 Pleasant Valley Loop  
	6/29/06 Most logs are cut out or you can step over them.  High water crossings.  Thanks to Backcountry Horsemen for their help.

	#1100 Rattlesnake Peaks
	8/25/06 Trail cleared and in good condition.  Insects minimal.

	#1101 MJB
	8/21/06 Trail cleared.  Insects minimal.

	#1104 Sand Ridge Trail NWFP 
	6/29/06 Cleared to junction with Shellrock Lake Trail #1142.

	#1104-A Sandy
	7/13/06 Trail cleared.

	#1105 Indian Ck.  NWFP
	8/28/06 Trail cleared. 

	#1106 Cramer Lake (Dog Lake) NWFP 
	7/19/06 Trail cleared.  

	#1107 Dark Meadows
	7/20/06 No snow.  First mile logged out.  Still many large logs on trail.  Insects plentiful.  Bring repellent.

	#1108 Spiral Butte
	

	#1109 McAllister 
	10/24/06 Trail cleared and well defined.  Snowing.

	#1112 Chair Lift
	8/28/06 Trail cleared.

	#1113 Wildcat
	 

	#1114 Rattlesnake
	8/24/06 From MJB to Hindoo and Road 620, trail cleared and in good condition.  Five water crossings, good to bring water shoes.  Insects low. 

	#1117 Hidden Springs
	10/23/06 Trail cleared and in good condition but steep.

	#1118 North Fork Tieton NWFP 
	09/05/06 Scatter Creek Trailhead is a recreation fee area.  No passes available at trailhead.  Purchase a Northwest Forest Pass or one of the Golden Passes before arrival at the trailhead.  Trail is cleared.  Bees in area.

	#1119 Shoe Lake
	9/17/06 Snow level 5700’.  Trail cleared.  Snow in places.  Trail is wet and muddy.

	#1120 South Fork Tieton  (Loop)
	7/30/06 Trail cleared.

	#1128 Tieton Meadows
	9/17/06 Trail cleared.

	#1130 Bear Creek Mountain-Section 3 Lake
	8/27/06 Trail cleared.  Crossing Bear Creek is extremely dangerous for horses due to steep wet rock face and steep ingress on both sides.  Last 2 miles of road 1204 badly rutted, probably impassable to horse trailers.

	#1130-A Bear Creek Mtn. Lookout
	 

	#1132 Shellrock Peak
	

	#1140 Burnt Mountain 
	 

	#1141 Ironstone Mountain  
	6/26/06 Snow free.

	#1142 Shellrock Lake
	7/19/06 Trail cleared.  Bring insect repellent and head net.

	#1142-A Long John
	7/19/06 Trail cleared.

	#1144 Round Mountain
	9/8/06 Trail cleared.  Trail is steep with loose tread.  Large boulder field.   Trail is not closed to horses.  The trail was closed in 1980 due to a dangerous section for horses.  Funds were secured, and the trail was fixed and reopened to horses in 1983.  However, the trail guide says the trail is not recommended for horses.  The closed signs which were erroneously posted will be taken down.

	#1144-A Round Mountain Lookout
	8/10/06 Trail cleared. 

	#1147 Little Buck 
	7/14/06 Trail cleared.

	#1148 Pear Loop
	7/13/06 Trail loop is clear.

	#1156 Dumbbell Lake
	7/19/06 Trail cleared.

	#1160 South Fork Falls
	

	Bear Canyon (abandoned road)
	Good day hike, beware of snakes & ticks.


Most difficult = narrow, short wheelbase vehicles; requires drivers to have a high level of experience.
More difficult = medium to experienced drivers recommended on these more challenging trails.

MOTORIZED 4x4 (Chinook Pass)
	Trail Name and Number
	Current Condition

	#617 Lily Pond - 1.0 mi. - more difficult
	Open

	#644 CJR’s Hideout - 1.5 mi. - easy
	Open

	#665 Sweet Home - 1.7 mi. - more difficult
	Open

	#670 N. Fork Wenas - 1.8 mi. - more difficult
	Open

	#675 Bald Mountain - 1.4 mi. - easy
	Open

	#676 Kaner Flat - 7.3 mi. - most difficult
	Open

	#680 Little Rattlesnake - 2.6 mi. - more difficult
	Trail closed for reconstruction.  Use jeopardizes completion.

	#684 Naches Pass - 6.3 mi. - easy
	Open.  8/15/06 Trail is closed for 1 mile through Section 35 due to Plum Creek Timber Company logging.  Timber sale will last up to 2 months or until nearly the end of October.  It is possible to bypass this section of trail by using Forest Service road #1914; however, do so with caution as logging trucks will be hauling on 1914 over Pyramid Pass.  Be sure to use your map!  

	#686 Milk Lake - 3.0 mi. - more difficult
	Open

	#688 Manastash Ridge - 6.6 mi. - more difficult
	Open

	#694 Summit - 5.4 mi. - more difficult
	Open

	#695 Mid Summit - 2.0 mi. - more difficult
	Open

	#696 Mud Springs - 8.4 mi. - more difficult
	Open

	#697 Clover Springs - 3.4 mi. - more difficult
	Open


MOTORIZED 4x4 (White Pass)
	Trail Name and Number
	Current Condition

	 #325 Bethel Ridge - 5.5 mi. - easy
	Open

	 #608 Louie (Kloochman) - 6.6 mi. - more difficult
	Open

	 #609 Pickle Prairie - 2.5 mi. more difficult
	Open

	 #609-A Pickle Prairie Loop - 1.0 mi. - more difficult
	Open

	 #611 Pickle Prairie North - 0.6 mi. - more difficult
	Open

	 #611-A Cross Over - 1.2 mi. - more difficult
	Open

	 #613 Divide Ridge - East - 12.0 mi. - more difficult
	Open

	 #615 Divide Ridge - West - 8.0 mi. - most difficult
	Open

	 #619 Narrow Neck (Darland Mtn.) - 2.9 mi. - most difficult
	Open

	 #620 Rattlesnake - 2.5 mi. - most difficult
	Open

	 #621 Blue Slide - 5.1 mi. - most difficult/downhill only
	Open

	 #636 Donniker Pass - 1.3 mi. - most difficult
	Open

	 #637 Short & Dirty - 5.7 mi. - most difficult/downhill only
	Open

	 #638 Rocky Slide - 1.2 mi. - most difficult
	Open

	 #639 Chicken Soup - 2.4 mi. - most difficult
	Open

	 #640 Memorial (Blue Slide) - 3.7 mi. - most difficult
	Open

	#641 Leaning Tree - 3.8 mi. - most difficult
	Open

	 #642 Butcher Knife - 3.8 mi. - most difficult
	Open

	 #651 Buckhorn Gap - 2.0 mi. - most difficult
	Open

	 #651-A Buckhorn Gap Loop - 0.7 mi. - most difficult
	Open

	 #652 Bethel Oak - 4.4 mi. - more difficult
	Open

	#661 Humphrey Butte - 6.2 mi. - most difficult
	Open

	#671 Lynne Lake - 1.1 mi. - most difficult
	Open

	#672 Bethel - 1.2 mi. - more difficult
	Open

	#677 Spencer Creek - 1.8 mi. most difficult
	Open


MOTOR BIKE TRAILS (State Route 410)
	Trail Name and Number
	Current Condition

	#941 Pyramid Peak - 15.3 mi. - easy
	Open

	#943 Bear Creek - 7.0 mi. - most difficult
	9/11/06 Closed for reconstruction of Manastash Ridge Trail until summer 2007.

	#943-A Cub Creek - 2.5 mi. - most difficult
	9/11/06 Closed for reconstruction of Manastash Ridge Trail until summer 2007.

	#945 Middle Fork - 10.0 mi. - most difficult
	Open

	#946 South Fork - 5.6 mi. more difficult
	Open

	#947 Mt. Clifty - 5.6 mi. - more difficult 
	Open

	#948 Quartz Mtn. - 7.5 mi. - more difficult
	Open

	#949 Quartz Creek - 7.0 mi. - more difficult 
	Open

	#952 West Quartz Creek - 13.2 mi. - more difficult
	6/21/06 Trail #952 is Closed between Road 1922 and Trail #963 for 1 mi. due to trail bridge over Crow Creek washed out. 

	#955 Indian Flat - 1.5 mi. - more difficult 
	Open

	#961 Little Bald Mountain - 11.0 mi. - easy 
	Open

	#963 Sand Creek - 10.5 mi. - more difficult
	Open

	#963-A Sand Creek Cut-Off - 1.5 mi. - more difficult
	Open 

	#963-B Yellow Jacket - 2.9 mi. - more difficult
	Open

	#964 Lost Creek - 3.2 mi. - more difficult  
	Open

	#965 Milk Creek - 3.5 mi. - more difficult
	Open

	#966 Gold Creek - 2.9 mi. - easy
	Open

	#1318 Blowout Mountain (Cle Elum Ranger District)
	9/11/06 Closed for reconstruction of Manastash Ridge Trail until summer 2007.

	#1388 Manastash Ridge - 13.7 mi. - more difficult
	9/11/06 Manastash Ridge from Blazed Ridge Trail #1383 to Blowout Mtn. Trail closed for reconstruction until summer 2007.
Trail #1388.2 (CleElum Ranger District) Upper Big Creek closed 9/11/06 – summer 2007.


MOTOR BIKE TRAILS (U.S. Highway 12)
	Trail Name and Number
	Current Condition

	#1111 Russell Ridge - 8.0 mi. - easy
	Open

	#1126 Louie - 3.4 mi. - most difficult
	Open

	#1145 Long Lake - 1.9 mi. - easy
	Open
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